
FASHION DESIGNER

ALSO KNOWN AS:
 

APPAREL DESIGNER
 

CLOTHING DESIGNER
 

GARMENT DESIGNER

WEAVE CREATIVITY INTO THE FABRIC OF THE FASHION INDUSTRY.
As a Fashion Designer, you’ll be the visionary craftsperson, translating cultural trends and artistic inspiration into wearable art. Your innovative
designs will shape styles, influence consumer preferences, and contribute to the ever-evolving tapestry of the fashion world.

KEY SKILLS
Skills which may benefit anyone considering a job as a fashion designer
include:

 Textile knowledge   CAD software proficiency

 Design   Technical drawing skills

 Trend awareness

VALUES & ATTRIBUTES
Values and attributes of anyone considering a job as a fashion designer
include:

 Creativity   Attention to detail

 Innovative   Patience

 Precision  Artistic – “Creator”

CAREER PROGRESSION
In this role, you may have the opportunity to progress to other
positions. Career progression opportunities include:

Team Leader

Graphic Designer

Marketing and Communication Manager

Multimedia Designer

SALARY EXPECTATION
The expected salary for a Fashion Designer can vary across different
areas of manufacturing and may vary as you become more
experienced.

• LOW

$50,000

• MEDIAN

$65,000

• HIGH

$90,000

RELATED INDUSTRIES
Printing and Graphic arts Textiles, Clothing and Footwear

RECOMMENDED SCHOOL SUBJECTS
Hospitality Practices  Visual Arts  Visual Arts in Practice

CORE SCHOOL SUBJECTS
General Mathematics  Essential English  Fashion  Design

JOB OVERVIEW
Fashion Designers are a critical part of manufacturing textiles, clothing and footwear, and are the creative force behind clothing and accessory lines.
They blend artistic vision with practical knowledge of textiles and production processes to create marketable designs.

A typical day might involve sketching new concepts, selecting fabrics and trimmings, collaborating with pattern makers and sample machinists, and
overseeing fittings to ensure designs meet quality standards. You’ll play a crucial role in the product development cycle, from initial concept to final
production, often working closely with marketing teams to ensure designs align with brand identity and market trends.

In an industry characterised by rapid change and increasing focus on sustainable practices, your ability to balance creativity with commercial viability
and ethical considerations is essential to your success and the brand’s reputation in the competitive fashion market.
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WHAT WILL YOU DO?
Your role may include duties as follows:  

1. Design custom couture, boutique or trend-based, or fast-fashion pieces.

2. Your drawings and their detail will guide the manufacturing process so accuracy at your end is key.

3. Have comprehensive knowledge and industry contacts to select the most suitable materials for your creations.

4. Work closely with manufacturers to ensure timely and on-brief pieces.

5. Attend fashion shows and become familiar with manufacturers’ costs, abilities and turnaround times.

HOW TO BECOME A FASHION DESIGNER
Becoming a Fashion Designer in manufacturing typically requires a combination of creative talent, technical skills, and industry knowledge. While
entry-level positions exist, establishing yourself in the industry often requires building a strong portfolio and network. Here are key steps to consider:

1. Develop your artistic skills and personal design style

2. Gain proficiency in fashion design software and technical drawing

3. Build knowledge of textiles, manufacturing processes, and garment construction

4. Stay informed about fashion trends, consumer behaviour, and market dynamics

5. Gain experience through internships or entry-level positions in the fashion industry

6. Build a strong portfolio showcasing your designs and technical skills

7. Network within the industry and consider mentorship opportunities

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING
Vocational education and training can provide a practical foundation in fashion design and manufacturing. Consider the following options:

Certificate III in Applied Fashion Design and Technology (MST31022)

Diploma of Applied Fashion Design and Merchandising (MST50119)

Advanced Diploma of Applied Fashion Design and Merchandising (MST60116)

These qualifications offer hands-on skills in design, pattern making, and garment production.

UNIVERSITY & HIGHER EDUCATION
For those aiming for more senior Fashion Designer positions or specialised roles, higher education can be beneficial:

Bachelor of Design (Fashion and Textiles) or Fashion Design

Master of Fashion (Design)

These degrees provide comprehensive knowledge of fashion theory, advanced design techniques, and the business aspects of the fashion industry.
Many programs offer opportunities for industry projects and internships, allowing you to apply your learning in real-world contexts and build your
professional network.

Continuous learning is crucial in this fast-paced industry. Consider short courses in emerging areas such as sustainable fashion design, digital
fashion, or fashion tech. Stay updated with the latest trends and technologies through fashion weeks, trade shows, and industry publications.

Copyright © Manufacturing Skills Queensland 2026
Page 2 of 2


